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Her research focuses on direct democracy politics and processes, specificaly
issues of governance, social policy and health policy. The research suggests ballot
propositions have a direct impact on public policy in the American states; states
with frequent use of ballot initiatives are more likely to adopt a range of policies-
electoral/governmental reform, fiscal constraints, health care reform, language
policy-than states without or low use of this mechanism. Other research focuses
on voting and elections, suggesting that over time ballot initiatives lead to
increased political participation (voter turnout) and a more informed electorate.
Research suggesting state ballot initiatives increase voter turnout by stimulating
interest in elections, was written up in The Washington Post, September 17, 2000,
in an article entitled, "Unconventional Wisdom; New Facts and Hot Stats From
the Social Sciences." Findly, research examining the important role of direct
democracy in American political development over the past century suggests
increased use of direct democracy (ballot initiatives) may function as an adaptive
mechanism realigning government institutions with new social and economic
conditions in the twenty-first century.

She has published articles (or has forthcoming article) in the American Journal of
Political Science, Journal of Politics, Political Research Quarterly, American
Politics Research, Women and Poalitics, Politica Science Quarterly, Comparative
Political Studies, Government and Policy, and Party Politics. She has given
numerous presentations on direct democracy at national conferences over the past
decade.



