
Alexander Keyssar 
 
LEXANDER KEYSSAR is the Matthew W. 
Stirling, Jr., Professor of History and Social 
Policy at the John F. Kennedy School of 

Government at Harvard University.  Born and raised in 
New Jersey, Keyssar was educated at Harvard and 
taught, from 1977 to 2001, at MIT, Brandeis, and Duke 
Universities.  He has written widely for newspapers 
and magazines as well as for scholarly publications, on 
subjects ranging from economic and labor history to 
political history and contemporary affairs.  His most 
recent book, The Right to Vote:  the Contested History 
of Democracy in the United States, was awarded the 
Beveridge Prize from the American Historical Association for the best book in 
American history in 2001.  It was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in history 
and the Los Angeles Times Book Award.  He lives in Cambridge, Mass., with his 
daughter.  
 

A


